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Requirements for a Potentially 
Dangerous Animal Permit 

If you have been informed that your animal is a Potentially Dangerous Animal (PDA), you have 5 business days to 
apply for a PDA Permit. The PDA Permit can be obtained from the Denver Animal Shelter at 1241 W. Bayaud Ave, 
Denver, CO 80223. The fee for a PDA Permit is $150 per year. 

Requirements for Potentially Dangerous Animal Permit*: 
• Proof of spay or neuter 
• Proof of rabies vaccination administered by a licensed veterinarian 
• Current City of Denver Pet License (available through the Denver Animal Shelter) 
• Proof of microchip registration to PDA owner 

*These items are required for a PDA Permit, but you may begin the application process before all items are complete. 

Guidelines for Potentially Dangerous Animal ownership: 
• Owner must have current PDA Permit 
• Only one Potentially Dangerous Animal is permitted per person and/or household 
• Owner must be 18 years or older 
• “Dangerous Dog on Property” signage, which can be purchased from Denver Animal Protection, posted at 

each entrance of the property. Signs should properly convey, with text and pictures, that there is a 
dangerous animal at the property. Example: 

• Owner must notify DAP within 8 hours if: 
o Animal escaped/is not in custody of owner/keeper for any reason, and/or is not physically secured, 

restrained, or confined and in the custody of a competent adult. 
o Animal has attacked a person or another domestic animal 

• Owner must notify DAP within 24 hours if: 
o Animal has passed away 
o Owner/keeper listed on the PDA permit has changed 
o Primary physical location of animal has changed 

• If the owner/keeper information or animal’s primary physical address has changed, owner must notify DAP 
within 5 days. The fee for any change or amendment to an existing PDA Permit is $50. 

• Owner/keeper is required to inform any trainer, groomer, pet sitter, veterinarian, boarding facility, or any 
person handling their animal in any capacity that it has been deemed a PDA by the City and County of 
Denver. 
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• The Potentially Dangerous Animal may not be present, kept, or maintained at any location other than the 
primary residence that is specified on the PDA Permit. 

• If ordered by the court to have secure containment, the Potentially Dangerous Animal shall be maintained 
inside a secure enclosure with the following exceptions: 

o Supervised and attended exercise 
o Veterinary care 
o Being sold or rehomed 
o To comply with any provision of law or directive of an Animal Protection Officer 

Your Potentially Dangerous Animal will need to meet the following requirements: (Highlighted requirements only) 

• Signage- Owner must have PDA signage on all entrances to the property (doors and gates to front/back yards) 

• Leash- The PDA must be leashed when off its property. The leash must be less than six feet in length and 
cannot be a retractable leash 

• Muzzle- The PDA will be required to wear a muzzle at all times when off its property 

• Secure Yard- Any front and/or back yard areas that the PDA will be in must be free of any damage or gaps and 
be tall enough to prevent the PDA from jumping over or digging under it. The yard must be fully enclosed and 
escape-proof. 

• Padlocks- All gates leading into the back or front yard areas must be secured by a padlock. 

• Secure Enclosure- Owner must build or purchase containment for the PDA to be housed inside of when it is 
outside of its house. This can be a constructed kennel or a prefabricated structure. This containment 
structure must be enclosed on all sides, including the top and bottom. The structure should be escape-proof 
and be secured into the ground. The gate to this structure must have a padlock. The structure must also 
provide adequate protection from the elements and the PDA must always have access to water when inside of 
this containment. 

Per DRMC 8-2: “(23) Secure enclosure means an enclosure which meets the following requirements: (a) Is 
suitable to prevent the entry of children age ten (10) and under, and to prevent the animal from escaping; (b) 
Has secure sides and a secure top or secure sides which are of sufficient height to prevent the animal from 
escaping over the sides; (c) Has sides that are constructed at the bottom so as to prevent the animal's 
escape by digging under the sides; (d) Provides appropriate protection from the elements for the animal; and 
(e) Complies with the Denver Zoning Code.” 

Potentially Dangerous Animal Enclosures 

• You are required to complete your PDA application and build your enclosure within 90 days of your dog being 
adjudicated as a PDA. Until the enclosure is built and approved by a Denver Animal Protection Officer, the dog 
must be housed securely inside if your residence 

• Enclosure must be approved by a Denver Animal Protection Officer and is subject to random inspections 

• Signage may be purchased at Denver Animal Protection and must be placed at every entrance of the 
property 

Renewal Process: 
The PDA Permit must be renewed every year for $150. If a PDA has been permitted for 36 consecutive 
months and has not had any complaints or reports of behavior indicating that the animal continues to be 
a threat to public safety, the owner/keeper may make a written request to Denver Animal Protection to 
remove the animal’s classification as a potentially dangerous animal. This declassification is done at the 
sole discretion of Denver Animal Protection 

https://DenverAnimalShelter.org

