
IDDEAS Advisory Council (IAC)
March 25, 2025 Public Meeting



Agenda Item Time
Welcome and Meeting Overview 1:00 to 1:15 pm

Council and Partner Updates 1:15 to 1:25 pm

Breathing in Uncertainty 1:25 to 1:40 pm

Communication and Labels: What is “I/DD”? 1:40 to 1:50 pm

Break 1:50 to 1:55 pm

Recommendations Review 1:55 to 2:35 pm

Public Comment 2:35 to 2:55 pm

Planning for Next Meeting (March 2025) 2:55 to 3:00 pm



Intellectual and Developmental Disability Equitable Access to 
Services (IDDEAS)

Mission: IDDEAS partners with the community to manage local taxpayer dollars 
dedicated for Denver residents with intellectual and developmental disabilities and 
developmental delay. 

Vision: We strive to make Denver an inclusive community where people with I/DD feel 
welcome, valued and empowered to live the lives they envision for themselves  

IDDEAS Advisory Council (IAC) is comprised of Denver residents with lived experienced 
with I/DD. The IAC meets monthly to discuss all sorts of topics relevant to Denver 
residents with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Using community feedback, 
individual knowledge, and expert presentations, the council provides 
recommendations to Denver Human Services about the best way to prioritize funds 
and programs. 



IAC Ground Rules
• Please be respectful of everyone attending the meeting.
• Stay muted, raise your hand, then unmute to speak. Introduce yourself when you 

speak.
• Stay on topic, and consider if your point speaks for the benefit of people in Denver 

who have I/DD. 
• All meetings are public and recorded. Chats are posted publicly. 
• Votes will happen in the chat. Ensure that your chat is set to communicate with 

“everyone”. 
• Please remain safe during meetings. If you need to, leave and rejoin when able.
• Please respect and honor the Denver Code of Ethics. 
• No AI or other third parties accounts or apps will be used or allowed unless express 

permission is given before the meeting.
• Have fun, speak up, and advocate for your community! 



Introductions
Each council member will introduce 
themselves! 
- When introducing yourself, please 
say:
1. Your name
2. Your pronouns
3. A visual description of yourself
4. Your experience and affiliations

DHS staff and presenting guests may 
introduce themselves using the chat. 

Council Members: 
- Alexxa Gagner
- Brian Be (co-chair)
- Chris Patton
- Jessica Raichle
- Kizzly Blue (RMHS delegate, non-voting member)
- Michelle Dumay (co-chair)
- Molly Mason (CAC member)
- Stefanie Gross



Meeting Minutes Review
 Council members have been sent the meeting minutes for previous 

meetings ahead of each scheduled meeting.
 Council members are given time to discuss any requested changes. DHS 

Secretary will make changes as needed and send updates to Council 
members; minutes can be approved before the revisions are made. Only 
updated minutes will be posted on the IDDEAS website. 

 Action items: 
1. Motion to approve (with revisions, if needed)?
2. Second?
3. Vote in chat. 



Council Member Updates
Council members will share updates from around the community that 
are relevant to Council business and Denver residents with I/DD. 
• Updates may be anything from new laws and policies, programs, 

events, and other items that pertain to our community.
• Please keep all updates brief and purely for the benefit of Denver 

community members and those with I/DD or developmental delay. 
• Avoid advertising individual interests. 



CAC Member Report Out
We will hear updates from the Rocky Mountain Human 
Services Community Advisory Council member and the RMHS 
delegate. 

Rocky Mountain Human Services Mill Levy Community 
Advisory Council Website

https://www.rmhumanservices.org/about/community-advisory-council/
https://www.rmhumanservices.org/about/community-advisory-council/


Breathing in Uncertainty
This is an opportunity for Council members to engage 
with each other to reflect upon current affairs mindfully 
and intentionally. 

Please keep this time human, but also professional.



Communication and Labels: What is “I/DD”? 
(Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities)

To discuss: What is “I/DD?” 

From our FAQ site (Denvergov.org/IDDEAS): “(Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities) is often used to describe 
differences in a person’s brain, and how those differences show up in their life. For many people, these 
differences, also recognized as disabilities, are part of daily life and do not define them.”

Colorado state definition (10 CCR 2505-10 8.600.4): 
- Appears before age 22
- Is attributable to an intellectual or developmental disability or related conditions that may include diagnoses like 
Prader-Willi syndrome, cerebral palsy, autism, or other neurological conditions that result in impaired “general 
intellectual functioning or adaptive behavior”. 
 - General intellectual functioning is determined by IQ
 - Adaptive behavior is determined by behavior scales such as the Vineland Scale of Adaptive Behavior. 
- Not attributable if the above conditions are the result of only a physical or sensory impairment or mental illness. 

See our “Resources and Publications Site”.

https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Denver-Human-Services/Be-Supported/Additional-Assistance/Disability-Services/IDDEAS-Program/Frequently-Asked-Questions
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/GenerateRulePdf.do?ruleVersionId=10954&fileName=10%20CCR%202505-10%208.600
https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Denver-Human-Services/Be-Supported/Additional-Assistance/Disability-Services/IDDEAS-Program/Resources-and-Publications


Break (5 minutes) 
Please take 5 minutes to rest your eyes and brain, use 
the bathroom, take a breath, have water or a snack, or do 
anything else you need. Feel free to step away and turn 
off your camera. Please come back and resume 
participating at the noted time.



IAC Recommendations Review and 
Updates

• DHS staff to review the recommendations the Council has made, 
past priorities, and updates and recent work performed.

• Please take note of these recommendations, to understand what the 
Council has asked of DHS in the past and what work as been done in 
response to those. 

• Question to discuss: What are the Council’s current 
priorities?



Current Updates and Work
Currently, we are working with: 
1. Rocky Mountain Human Services 

(RMHS)
2. RMHS – Denver START
3. Autism Community Store – Sensory 

Friendly Denver
4. Bayaud – BEHOME Housing 

Navigators
5. Denver Public Libraries Digital 

Navigators
6. VOICES 2025 Mini Grants
Go to Denvergov.org/IDDEAS for more 
information on any of these programs.

Recent Recommendations:
1. 2021: Improve technology and digital access
2. 2021: Multiple housing recommendations
3. May 2023: DHS will begin investigating solutions to 

the Direct Workforce Crisis and implement funding 
routes to address this crisis. (In progress)

4. July 2023: DHS will explore potential programs for 
empowerment, self-advocacy, identity, and choice for 
people with I/DD in various events, trainings, and 
other potential modes of inclusions. (VOICES, 2025)

5. August, 2024: 7 recommendations were approved by 
the Council based on the Kelsey’s Landlords and 
Builders Assessment. Some of these 
recommendations are on hold, and some are under 
review.

https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Denver-Human-Services/Be-Supported/Additional-Assistance/Disability-Services/IDDEAS-Program/Explore-Programs
https://denvergov.org/files/assets/public/v/1/denver-human-services/documents/iddeas/iddeas-builders-report_the-kelsey_final.pdf
https://denvergov.org/files/assets/public/v/1/denver-human-services/documents/iddeas/iddeas-builders-report_the-kelsey_final.pdf


Public Comment
• You must sign up to give public comment. To sign up, please email 

IDDEAS@denvergov.org or use our IAC Public Comment Registration Form.
• Each public comment will be read aloud. Commenters can request that their 

comment be read by the chairs or the DHS Secretary if needed. 
• Commenters have 3 minutes total to make their comment; this includes the 

time it takes to read their comment aloud. Comments must be approved 
beforehand and commenters must remain on topic. Comments must be 
relevant to Denver residents with I/DD or developmental delay, must remain 
respectful, and must not disrupt the business of the Council.

• Public comments will be recorded in the meeting minutes and within 
meeting recordings and posted on our website. Please do not share any 
personal or private information that you do not wish to be posted. 

mailto:IDDEAS@denvergov.org
https://forms.office.com/g/38uNbYWmJv


Next Meeting

April 29, 2025:
• Any requests for agenda items? 
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