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IDDEAS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES SUMMARY

Date: 05/27/2025

Time: 1:00 - 3:00 PM

Location: Hybrid - In-person at Denver Human Services Castro Building (1500 Federal
Boulevard, Denver, CO 80205) and Virtual

(Go to the IDDEAS Advisory Council website to see meeting recordings)

Summary:

e DHS staff member, Jordan, provided an update on the recent housing work done at
IDDEAS, including signing on to a regional advocacy letter, and developing a
collaboration with the City’'s Department of Housing Stability (HOST) to fund
affordable, accessible housing projects for Denverite’s with |/DD.

e Corey announced the VOICES Mini Grant Award recipients

e Councilmembers discussed scheduling for the summer and planning a social
gathering event.

Discussion topics for next meeting:
e RMHS will be presenting at next month’s meeting to discuss their START contract
with IDDEAS, waiver enrollment and services, and the Individual Requests and
Community Initiatives programming.


https://denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Denver-Human-Services/Be-Supported/Additional-Assistance/Disability-Services/IDDEAS-Program/Advisory-Council
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IDDEAS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Date (5/27/2025) Time 1:00pm - 3:00pm

Attendance:

Alexxa Gagner (in-person)

Brian Be (in-person)

Chris Patton (in-person)

Jessica Raichle (in-person)
Michelle Dumay (in-person)
Molly Mason (virtual)

Kizzly Blue (non-voting member)
(in-person)

Stefanie Gross (in-person)

Guests:
13 virtually

Absent: none
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DHS Staff:

e Michaela Hennig

e Corey Boyle

e Jordan Mulholland

e Lynn Kutner

e Tom Gamache

e Whitney Nettleton

e Richard Moore (in Jordan
Humphreys absence)

I. Call to Order
Meeting began at 1:04PM. Staff and Councilmembers introduced themselves.

Il. Approval of minutes from last meeting
Michelle had to leave the meeting early, therefore, she motioned the Council elect a co-
chair, Jessica, in her absence for the rest of this meeting. Alexxa seconded the motion.
5 yes votes (4 in person, 1 in chat), and 1 abstention for Jessica to be the interim co-chair.

For April’s meeting minutes, Alexxa highlighted the wrong date was written on the second
page. Corey noted the revision was needed to adjust the date. Michelle acknowledged that
Stephanie attended but left, so she should be listed as present instead of absent. Alexxa
motioned to approve the minutes with revisions. Jessica seconded. 5 yes votes (4 in person,
1 virtual). One abstained. O no votes.
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lll. Council Updates
Jessica announced that Community First Choice Option program goes into effect July 1,

which is a program that offers select home health and community services to folks with and
without HCBS waivers.

Michelle announced several events:

e the State’s version of the “Olmstead Act” was signed into law last week. There is a
celebration happening in the West Foyer at the Capital tomorrow, May 28t from
3:00-5:00pm.

e InJuly, DCPD will be holding an ADA celebration.

e OnJune 28t from 10am-12pm, CCDC will be having an Advocacy 101 training. It is
free and virtual.

e OnJuly 25t at 5:30 - CCDC will host the ADA access awards. It is a fundraiser and
party for the 35t passing of ADA at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. For
adults it’s $50 and for children it's $30 - financial assistance is available.

Kizzly announced that TACT is having a graduation tomorrow. TACT stands for teaching the
Autism Community Trades. Brian shared that the host of Dirty Jobs, Mike Row, has a new
show that featured TACT in a recent episode.

Molly shared that Project Search at DPS is transition program for people with I/DD in their
last year of education. Their graduation is this Thursday.

Stefanie shared she recently joined the Women’s Chamber of Commerce. They are looking
to expand their access and inclusion to women and entrepreneurs who also have I/DD. She
asked if there was a place she could connect further with people who may be interested.
Brian suggested Colorado Neuro-Diverse Chamber of Commerce and Kizzly also had a
contact she would share with Stefanie

There was no CAC update because the meeting was cancelled.

IV. Breathing in Uncertainty
This agenda item was skipped upon approval of Councilmembers due to time restraint.

V. Housing Update
Jordan provided an update on the work IDDEAS has been doing in the housing space over
the past several months. The first update was related to a 2021 recommendation on
advocating to the State on things that relate to housing. While Jordan acknowledged that as
government officials IDDEAS is prohibited from lobbying on legislative initiatives, there are
spaces where they can use their influence and positioning to engage with the State on
barriers and solutions. One instance included how housing vouchers get allocated to
recipients. Jordan spoke about the State prioritizing people experiencing homelessness in
their housing voucher distribution, and they determine recipients through one specific
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database called One Home. One Home is utilized by many homeless service agencies to get
folks on a list that is weighed based on vulnerability. The problem with this system is that it
does not identify people with I/DD specific from other types of disabilities. Additionally, folks
must be homeless and connect with a homeless provider to be placed on the list. Therefore,
a letter circulated regionally, authored by Broomfield Housing Alliance, around the barriers
for people with I/DD in getting access to housing vouchers. DHS and the City’'s Department
of Housing Stability (HOST), signed onto the letter. Jordan shared there are conversations
happening between the State and some Inclusive Housing members about the letter and
potential solutions, but nothing further to share yet.

Jordan also provided an update on the 2024 Landlord and Builder Assessment
recommendations. She discussed a planned collaboration with HOST to provide funding for
affordable, accessible housing projects for Denverites with |/DD. The projects that would
receive IDDEAS funding must, as much as possible, preference people with I/DD, include
inclusive or universal design features, and offer housing vouchers or other affordable
housing subsidies. IDDEAS would be heavily involved throughout the partnership to ensure
these requirements are met and approved by IDDEAS. HOST would ensure the funded
projects are compliant with housing regulations and have other funding sources to be
obtainable. Jordan will report back if anything changes, if/when this partnership is executed,
and more detailed specifics of the partnership once determined. Councilmembers asked
about the supportive services planned to be included and if it could include on-site, whether
there would be housing vouchers available with these projects, and how IDDEAS could make
sure developers incorporate sustainability into their projects, including being able to add on
to the building in the future. Jordan described supportive services to include independent
living support outside of what's covered in HCBS waivers and that the projects would have
housing vouchers connected to individual apartments. Jordan took note of security and
sustainability requests for further conversations with HOST.

VI. Break

VIl. 2025 VOICES Mini Grant Announcements
Corey shared the award announcements for the VOICES Mini Grant Awardees. Awards were
made for up to $50,000 to fund projects that promote inclusion, self-advocacy and
empowerment. The awardees are:

e Atlantis Community

e Autism Community Store

e Disability Law Colorado

e Denver Health and Hospital Association
e Developmental FX

e Guided By Humanity

e Revel

e Roots CO
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e The Wayfaring Band

VIIl. IDDEAS Scheduling
The group discussed if Councilmembers should skip a month in the summer given that it
can be a busy season for a lot of people. There were conversations around whether they
should wait to decide that until after new Councilmembers have onboarded. The group
weighed the pros and cons of skipping July versus skipping August. They ultimately
decided to keep both meetings on the calendar for now and revisit at the June meeting
should new Councilmembers be onboarded and attending that meeting. In the meantime,
Alexxa and Michelle will plan for a July optional social gathering, which may take the place
of a July business meeting.

IX. Public Comment
There were no public comments submitted for today’s meeting.

X. Forecasting next meeting
RMHS will be presenting at next month’s meeting to discuss their START contract with
IDDEAS, waiver enrollment and services, and the Individual Requests and Community
Initiatives programming. Therefore, this presentation will include all things related to RMHS
mill levy funding and other requested IAC topics from previous meetings.

Corey reminded group to look out for Michaela’s emails moving forward given they will no
longer be serving in their role after this week.

Xl. Adjournment
Jessica motioned to adjourn. Stefanie seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 2:54pm.

IDDEAS Aavisory Council sessions are recorded; recordings are usually available upon
request. Please contact DHS's IDDEAS program with any clarifying questions related to
these minutes by emailing IDDEAS@Denvergov.org. Recordings and other information can
be found at the IDDEAS webpage.
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