
IDDEAS Advisory Council (IAC)
May 27, 2025 Public Meeting



Agenda Item Time

Welcome and Meeting Overview 1:00 to 1:15 pm

Council and Partner Updates 1:15 to 1:25 pm

Breathing in Uncertainty 1:25 to 1:35 pm

IDDEAS Scheduling 1:35 to 1:45 pm

Housing Recommendation Updates 1:45 to 2:10 pm

Break 2:10 to 2:15 pm

VOICES Updates and Announcements 2:15 to 2:35 pm

Public Comment 2:35 to 2:55 pm

Planning for Next Meeting (March 2025) 2:55 to 3:00 pm



Intellectual and Developmental Disability Equitable Access to 
Services (IDDEAS)

Mission: IDDEAS partners with the community to manage local taxpayer dollars 
dedicated for Denver residents with intellectual and developmental disabilities and 
developmental delay. 

Vision: We strive to make Denver an inclusive community where people with I/DD feel 
welcome, valued and empowered to live the lives they envision for themselves  

IDDEAS Advisory Council (IAC) is comprised of Denver residents with lived experienced 
with I/DD. The IAC meets monthly to discuss all sorts of topics relevant to Denver 
residents with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Using community feedback, 
individual knowledge, and expert presentations, the council provides 
recommendations to Denver Human Services about the best way to prioritize funds 
and programs. 



IAC Ground Rules
• Please be respectful of everyone attending the meeting.
• Stay muted, raise your hand, then unmute to speak. Introduce yourself when you 

speak.
• Stay on topic, and consider if your point speaks for the benefit of people in Denver 

who have I/DD. 
• All meetings are public and recorded. Chats are posted publicly. 
• Votes will happen in the chat. Ensure that your chat is set to communicate with 

“everyone”. 
• Please remain safe during meetings. If you need to, leave and rejoin when able.
• Please respect and honor the Denver Code of Ethics. 
• No AI or other third parties accounts or apps will be used or allowed unless express 

permission is given before the meeting.
• Have fun, speak up, and advocate for your community! 



Introductions
Each council member will introduce 
themselves! 
- When introducing yourself, please 
say:
1. Your name
2. Your pronouns
3. A visual description of yourself
4. Your experience and affiliations

DHS staff and presenting guests may 
introduce themselves using the chat. 

Council Members: 
- Alexxa Gagner
- Brian Be (co-chair)
- Chris Patton
- Jessica Raichle
- Kizzly Blue (RMHS delegate, non-voting member)
- Michelle Dumay (co-chair)
- Molly Mason (CAC member)
- Stefanie Gross



Meeting Minutes Review
 Council members have been sent the meeting minutes for previous 

meetings ahead of each scheduled meeting.
 Council members are given time to discuss any requested changes. DHS 

Secretary will make changes as needed and send updates to Council 
members; minutes can be approved before the revisions are made. Only 
updated minutes will be posted on the IDDEAS website. 

 Action items: 
1. Motion to approve (with revisions, if needed)?
2. Second?
3. Vote in chat. 



Council Member Updates
Council members will share updates from around the community that 
are relevant to Council business and Denver residents with I/DD. 
• Updates may be anything from new laws and policies, programs, 

events, and other items that pertain to our community.
• Please keep all updates brief and purely for the benefit of Denver 

community members and those with I/DD or developmental delay. 
• Avoid advertising individual interests. 



CAC Member Report Out
We will hear updates from the Rocky Mountain Human 
Services Community Advisory Council member and the RMHS 
delegate. 

Rocky Mountain Human Services Mill Levy Community 
Advisory Council Website

https://www.rmhumanservices.org/about/community-advisory-council/
https://www.rmhumanservices.org/about/community-advisory-council/


Breathing in Uncertainty
This is an opportunity for Council members to engage 
with each other to reflect upon current affairs mindfully 
and intentionally. 

Please keep this time human, but also professional.



IAC Meeting Schedule
- Do we want to take any months off?
- Do we want to meet in person more, or schedule more 

social gatherings?
- DHS to inform Council of future agendas and required 

work to be done.



IAC Housing Update



2021 Rec Update: State Advocacy
“Advocate to the State on issues that are critical to Denver, as 
they relate to housing.”

DHS and HOST sign-on of Regional Letter sent to State’s Division 
of Housing regarding housing voucher access



IDDEAS 2024 Landlord and Builder Assessment 
Recommendations

1. Increase Availability of Operating Subsidies to Support Service-Linked Projects
2. Create local funding incentives and enforcement to encourage housing builders to create 

accessible, affordable housing.
3. Increase the Availability and Use of Vouchers to Support Integrated Housing
4. Create navigation support for residents applying for housing*
5. Provide educational support for property managers to understand and support people 

with I/DD in their communities.
6. Require the use of plain language in leasing documents for projects that receive local 

funding for affordable housing.
7. Fund a I/DD housing pilot project



Updates
IDDEAS is taking active steps to actualize… 
1. Increase Availability of Operating Subsidies to Support Service-Linked Projects
2. Create local funding incentives and enforcement to encourage housing builders to create 

accessible, affordable housing.
3. Increase the Availability and Use of Vouchers to Support Integrated Housing
4. Fund a I/DD housing pilot project

…through collaboration and partnership with the City’s Department of Housing 
Stability (HOST)



HOST/IDDEAS Planned Partnership
IDDEAS will:
• Provide $$ through HOST
• Use resources and expertise 

to ensure I/DD community 
needs and ordinance rules 
are the primary focus when 
identifying projects and 
during construction and 
operational phases

HOST will:
• Use resources and expertise to 

fund affordable, supportive 
housing projects that prioritize 
Denverites with I/DD with IDDEAS 
mill levy $$

• Require projects to incorporate 
inclusive (accessible) design 
features

• Require onsite supportive 
services are tailored to needs of 
people with I/DD



Break (5 minutes) 
Please take 5 minutes to rest your eyes and brain, use 
the bathroom, take a breath, have water or a snack, or do 
anything else you need. Feel free to step away and turn 
off your camera. Please come back and resume 
participating at the noted time.



2025 VOICES Mini Grant 
Announcements!

We are happy to announce the following partners as 2025 VOICES mini grant 
awardees! We will invite each of them to attend an IAC meeting in the future to 
update you all on their programs and work.

1. Atlantis Community Inc.
2. Autism Community Store
3. Disability Law Colorado
4. Denver Health and Hospital Authority
5. Developmental FX
6. Guided by Humanity
7. Revel
8. Roots Colorado Inc. 
9. The Wayfaring Band



Public Comment
• You must sign up to give public comment. To sign up, please email 

IDDEAS@denvergov.org or use our IAC Public Comment Registration Form.
• Each public comment will be read aloud as they are submitted. 
• Commenters have 3 minutes total to make their comment; this includes the 

time it takes to read their comment aloud. Comments must be approved 
beforehand and commenters must remain on topic. Comments must be 
relevant to Denver residents with I/DD or developmental delay, must remain 
respectful, and must not disrupt the business of the Council.

• Public comments will be recorded in the meeting minutes and within 
meeting recordings and posted on our website. Please do not share any 
personal or private information that you do not wish to be posted. 

mailto:IDDEAS@denvergov.org
https://forms.office.com/g/38uNbYWmJv


Next Meeting

June 24, 2025:
RMHS to report on various topics.
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