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IDDEAS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES SUMMARY

Date: 06/24/2025
Time: 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Location: Virtual (Go to the IDDEAS Advisory Council website to see meeting recordings)

Summary:

The group welcomed the new appointed Council members: Julissa Soto, Adriana
Delatorre, Seth Grove, and Alicia Cooper

Staff from Rocky Mountain Human Services (RMHS) presented on |/DD
determination process, Medicaid Home and Community Based Service Waivers for
people with |/DD, and their Mill Levy and Denver START program.

There were no submissions for public comment.

The meeting was interpreted into Spanish by Cal Interpreting & Translations

Discussion topics for next meeting:

July meeting is cancelled.

August meeting will involve services and supports for the Denver Immigrant and
Spanish speaking communities and how to support them in accessing |/DD services
September meeting will focus on IDDEAS’s future housing development investments
and ways in which the Council can have input in the design requirements or other
onsite features.
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IDDEAS ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Date (06/24/2025) Time:1:00 - 4:00 pm

Attendance:

Guests:
1. Jessica Raichle 8
2. Michelle Dumay
3. Molly Mason Absent:
4. Julissa Soto
5. Adriana Delatorre 1. Brian Be
6. Alicia Cooper 2. Chris Patton
7. Seth Grove 3. Stefanie Gross
8. Kizzly Blue (non-voting member) 4. Alexxa Gagner

DHS Staff:

Guest Presenters:
1. Madison Hakey (RMHS)
2. Abby Grinstead (RMHS)
3. Mariam Alami (RMHS)

e Michaela Hennig
e Jordan Mulholland
e Lynn Kutner

e Tom Gamache

I. Call to Order

Meeting began at 1:04pm. Four new Councilmembers, Alicia, Adriana, Seth, and Julissa
introduced themselves.

II. Approval of minutes from last meeting
Molly motioned to approve; Jessica seconded. 3 Councilmembers approved, 2 abstained.

lll. Council Updates
Council updates were skipped due to lack of time.

Molly did not attend the CAC meeting this month due to another commitment and therefore
could not provide an update.

IV. Breathing in Uncertainty
There were no comments or discussion for this agenda item.
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V. RMHS Presentation
Madison from Rocky Mountain Human Services (RMHS) presented on several programs for
people with |/DD and how to access those programs. First, she discussed process for
obtaining an Intellectual and Developmental Disability Determination, which is a State
designation that gives you access to |/DD service waivers through Medicaid Home and
Community Based Services. There are two types of determinations based on age: A delay
determination is for individuals up to age 5; an intellectual and developmental disability
determination is for individuals 5 years of age or older. See powerpoint Slide 14 for more
information. Determinations are applicable statewide, meaning that you can move
anywhere in the State and keep your |/DD determination for accessing services in your
area. A determination is the first step in getting access to RMHS programs. She walked
through the steps to receiving a determination. See powerpoint slide 15 for these steps
and slide 16 for the documentation requirements.

Madison discussed definitions of intellectual/cognitive functioning and adaptive
functioning. These are terms used to measure a person’s ability to understand and
interact with the world and utilize conceptual, social and practical skKills, such as language,
reasoning, communication, managing money, etc. Finally, she discussed the differences
between the services offered through Supportive Living Services (SLS) and Developmental
Disability (DD) Medicaid waiver programs for people with I/DD. One key difference is that
the DD waiver provides residential supports where as SLS waiver does not.

Next, Abby from RMHS discussed their Denver Mill Levy program, which is a program that
was born from a ballot measure that secures annual property taxes dedicated to the
benefit of Denver residents with |/DD. Abby shared that they contract with DHS IDDEAS to
spend these dollars into many spaces within a person’s life to help them fill their needs
and thrive in their community. Mill levy essentially meets needs that aren’t met through
Medicaid waiver services. Abby discussed eligibility for Mill levy programs, which include
residency within the City and County of Denver, and having a confirmed |/DD or seeking
the I/DD determination. RMHS has a robust program that keeps access as available as
possible through: individual requests, mill levy support plans, and community partnerships.

Lastly, Mariam from RMHS discussed their Denver START program which is another
contracted program with DHS IDDEAS. START stands for Systemic, Therapeutic
Assessment Resources and Treatment. It is an evidence-informed model for crisis
prevention and intervention with a biopsychosocial approach. START can provide services
for people starting at age 6 who have an I/DD and are experiencing mental health
concerns. They offer in person, 24/7 crisis intervention services. They focus on supporting
with positive outcomes and experiences with the goal to reduce unnecessary emergency
visits or hospitalization. They also do trainings with community members to increase
community engagement and support systemic capacity for mental health support for
people with I/DD. Ultimately, they aim to enrich systems, improve individuals’ wellbeing
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and support systems. Mariam shared data and outcomes of programming since their start
3 years ago. See powerpoint slide 31 for specific data outcomes.

Break

RMHS Presentation (Continued)
RMHS took questions from Councilmembers.

Alicia had questions and concerns about the length of the DD waiver waitlist, RMHS
reported to be around 10 years. RMHS acknowledged the waitlist is very long. They
highlighted that members can be on another waiver for services while waiting to receive
the DD waiver. Mill levy can also come in to support with any needs they have that are not
covered prior to receiving the DD waiver. Additionally, child on the Children’s Extensive
Supports waiver will automatically enroll in the DD waiver without needing to be placed on
the waitlist. Also, if someone is experiencing homelessness, they can apply for an
emergency DD waiver enroliment which allows them to skip the waitlist to support them in
exiting homelessness and receiving timely services. Alicia thanks RMHS for the follow up
and acknowledged that while there are challenges with these programs, many states do
not offer these extensive of services like they do here in Colorado.

Abby highlighted that at RMHS, there’s no wrong door to getting help you need. You can
reach out to anyone within the organization for help, and they can support in getting you
through the right process regardless of where you start or what services you initially apply
for.

Molly asked about 1Q testing, clarifying that for individuals 18 and older, the 1Q test must
be done within 3 years when applying for a determination. However, if they are under 18,
the IQ must’ve been done within 10 years. RMHS confirmed.

Lastly, Michaela provided an overview of how DHS IDDEAS and RMHS interact. The State
has identified RMHS as the Case Management Agency for Denver, meaning that, they are
the only entity in Denver that can determine whether a person has an I/DD and can enroll
in Medicaid services. IDDEAS manages the ballot voted (mill levy) tax fund, which is
intended to fill gaps in services not covered by Medicaid. IDDEAS contracts this money to
RMHS to initiate their Mill Levy and START programs. For a while, RMHS was the sole
agency receiving mill levy funds. However, as of 2017, the City changed the IDDEAS
ordinance to be able to contract with other agencies outside of RMHS. While most of our

funding goes to them, we also contract with other agencies to help further fill gaps. This is
where the Advisory Council comes in to support IDDEAS in making recommendations on
how the funds can be used outside of RMHS to fill gaps. Denver START came from a
recommendation made by the IAC around creating programs that help people with I/DD
with mental health concerns. RMHS was awarded this contract competitively. RMHS also
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has their own Community Advisory Council that seeks input from their appointed
community members in terms of how best to improve and refine these services.

Planning for Next Meeting

Michelle called for requests for future agenda items and acknowledged plans to cancel
July’s meeting. Julissa shared she would like to see more information and details on the
waivers. She highlighted that the Spanish speaking community reports to her that they
don’t understand waivers and they don’t understand how to apply to be a loved one’s paid
caregiver. Specifically thinking about families with mixed-status documentation (if child is
US citizen but parents are not), how does that impact a family’s ability to access services,
especially given the fear these families are feeling amid mass deportations? Julissa
shared concerns that the Spanish speaking community needs to have other options
outside of EI Grupo Vida. Julissa stressed the urgency of situation and asked that we
address this as soon as possible.

Abby noted that RMHS can attend any future meeting scheduled to address Julissa’s
concerns for the Spanish-speaking community and bring in some veteran case managers
to provide more in-depth information on services and how to get connected.

Adriana acknowledged that even now that her community has information about waivers
and disability services, the community feels there is no equity and justice in who receives
different levels of services, even those with the same type of condition.

Michelle proposed agenda topics on how we can have input on DHS future housing
investments. How will be ensure people feel safe on property especially during emergency,
for example? Michelle stated she would like the council to be able to provide feedback in
how the RFP is written to ensure it reflects needs and priorities of the community related
to housing. She requested having this discussion for August’s meeting.

Michaela proposed reserving September for housing investment discussion to prioritize
August’s meeting for monolingual and immigrant communities in Denver. Michelle agreed.

Public Comment
There were no public comment submissions for this meeting.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:07 pm. Motioned by Michelle and Julissa seconded. 4 yes
votes for adjournment.

IDDEAS Advisory Council sessions are recorded; recordings are usually available upon
request. Please contact DHS’s IDDEAS program with any clarifying questions related to
these minutes by emailing IDDEAS@Denvergov.org. Recordings and other information can
be found at the IDDEAS webpage.




